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THE BLESSING OF THE DAMINE GODDESS

The Damine Goddess of Mercy (Damine Kwannon) is well known for liking of snow.
This legend tells us why.

The story goes back into the 17th century in Tokugawa Era.The Damine Nikkoji
Temple was lost in a fire,and the villagers of Damine went into the forests of Dando
Mountain to cut timber to rebuild the temple. However,the villagers should not have
cut down trees from that mountain since it belonged to theTokugawa Rulers,and not to
Damine Village.

The rulers heard about this and decided to send some guards to the Dando Mountain
for inspection. The villagers were very sorry for what they had done and prayed to the
Damine Goddess of Mercy. “Dear Goddess, please save us ! If you do,we will worship
you with “Kabuki” presentations even if there are only three families left in our village.”

Summer came and the guards came to Damine on the hottest day of the year. But
when they went to the mountain, it began to snow. “The villagers couldn’ t have come
to such a cold place to cut down trees,” they said and gave up their task. Because of
this ,no one was punished and the village was saved.

This is why the villagers of Damine always offer “Kabuki”performances at the Festival
for the Damine Goddess of Mercy every year.
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Yatakasan Koshoji(Temple)



